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SYNOPSIS.

SEIEEE

"anlshing Fleets,” a story of “what
might hnve happened,” opens In Wiish-
Ington with the United Stivtes nnd Jnpan
on the verge of war, Guy Hilller, see-
retnry of the Btitish embnssy, and Misa
Norma Roberts, chief alde of Inventor
Roberts, nro Intrnduced as lovers, The
government I8 much eriticined becnuse
of its lncle of proparation for strife.
At the most Inopportune moment Japan
declares wnar, .Il.np.m tnkoes the Philip-
sines without loss of o mnan, The en-
Ire country s in a state of turmoil hes
caute of the government's Indifferenca,

Guy Hilller satarts for England  with
gecret message and 1s  compelled to
leave Narmna IRoberts who with mill-
tary office nlso leaves Washington on
mysterlous expedition for an lsoluted
point on the Florida coast.

CHAPTER Il~—~Continued.

“I don't know what it's all about,
boys,” he sald, relenting, “I wish I
dic: but 1 have no more knowledge of
it than you have. I don't even Know
why Miss Roberts is aboard; but this
much 1 am certain of: That the men
In Washington know what they are
dolng, and all the rest of the world
can just ltecp on criticising and guess-
ing. As far ns we are concorned, we
are officers who have sworn to and

will obey orders, even If they tell us |-

to go to the outer edge of the fat
earth.”

Darkness eame on them before thelr
*next stop was made, and they slowed
down as they passed through the
_yards of a large city, felt thelr pufl-
ing locomotive being uncoupled, and
sheard the glow resonant snorts of a
fresh one being driven Into place.
They were tired of the day's traveling,
and sat in listless silence, looking
tksough the open windows at the half
duzerted platforms, Newsboys were
running here and there offering the
latest editions, and they called them
. to the side of the coach and bought
newspnpers from them, The silence
fn the car was broken by the admiral,
who had been the first purchaser,

“Well, I'll be blanked!"” he sald, an-
grily erumpling his paper into a ball
which he threw on the floor at his
feet, before he began striding up and
down the alsle. What he had read be-

neath finring headlines was this:

t May 28.—The Japa-
nege have tanken the Hawalian islands,
together with the -unboats Marletta
and Corbett, and »re now landing

troops from a large transport. The in-
credible and disgraceful feature of the
affair Is that not a gun was fired by
" elther side, our officers contenting
themselves by running up the white
flag when the enemy approached. The
cable operator sending the message
sald that he Ald so under the surveil-
‘-"lance of two Japanese officers, who at
* the conclusion of the message would

.

A ‘@sconnect the cable, thus putting the

islands out of communlcation.”

.

CHAPTER IIL.
When the Flag Came Down.
The government was compelled to

*take action toward p ying Its own
s «subjecta Imnua.-%im.clyh%r the news
; 'of the Hawalinn surrender, publie in-
¢ Adignation having risen to the point

S where the people threatened to take

¢ matters info thelr own hands, With.
J put a dissenting voice the journals of
# ahe country came forth with scathing
o editorials, occeaslonally asklug the
7 president whether It was the intention
» #f the administration to run wup a
#, white filag ag soon as a fast approach-
# Tog enemy neared the shores, and thus
r wurrender the whole Unlted States,
4 Therefore an appeal for patience wis
vissued in the following terms:
4+  “The president and his eabinet,
acting for and empowarad by congress
« 4n speclal session, most urgently ask
the people of the Unllted States to
¢ withhold judgment on the conduct of
* the war for at least & week longer;
L when It will be fully demonstrated
+fhat the government iz following a
* well-defined polley, which will not only
avert bloodshed, but will impose no
¢ disgrace upon our country. The ex-
% fgencles of the situation are such that
! to make publlc our plans would be to
defeat our own ends, We therefore

" mek the earnest support and co-opera-

tlon of the people of the United States
by such means as lie within thelr

- _power, which at this time can be

shown bast hy a cessation of wewis-
meetings and oriticlsms tending only
to embarrass the government In the
discharge of its duty and the bringing
to a successful termination the con-
flict which is now on."

Contrary to the usual form of procla.
mation, this one was signed not only
by the president, but by all members
of his cablnet, who, theretore, jolnily
assumed the responsibllity, At first
there was an Inclination to deride the
message, and then when more sober
thought prevalled a spirit of falrmess
dictated that the administration should
have {ts chance,

Forelgn advices indleated that no at-
tack might be expected agalnst the
shores of the United States proper for
even a greater length of time than
ten days; hence the respite of seven
days seemed o reasonfble limit within
which the government might demon-
strate its theories.

It was possible that the public tem-
per would have remained passive for
the full perlod, but for a somewhat
unfortunate and graphic deseription of
what had taken place in the Phillp-
pines, cabled by the correspondent
of a London paper; who hid been on
the geene, and which rend as follows:

“The surrender of the Philippine Is
lands by the United Stales to Japan
constitutes what Is probably the most
remarkable chapter in the history of
wars, Not only was there no baltle
fought nor any atlempt made at de-
fenge, but what 18 worse, or would
geem go to any man with red blood
in his veins, i1s the humilintion im-
poged upon the Americans by thelr

intimate friendship not oniy with the
alvil oMelale of the lalands, but with
the men of the army and navy as well,
and Ig therefore In & position to glve
trustworthy and detailed. information
of what at thls time seems little less
than an Infamy.

“It had been known for some days
that orders of a most remarkable na-
ture had been received by the govern-
or of the Islands and the commanding
goneral. What these were, however,
remained a secret until that memor-
able day of May.

“At ten o'clock on the morning of
May 27 a cloud of smoke became vie-
ible on the horlzon, and when within
range of the glasges it was discovered
that in the offing floated two cruisers
of the first class and one battle ship,
fiying the Japanese flag and cleared
for action, The afficer In command
of the fort at once communicated this
fact to the governor, and a consulta-
tion was called, to which all officials
of both branches of government were
summoned, Inasmuch as the gravity
of the situation required the absolute
concurrence of all concerned, the con-
sultation was not confined to men of
high rank, but included every com-
missloned officer from the army and
every officlal of standing In the clivil
government. T'he men, wondering at
this strange call, and aware that
gomething unexpected had happened,
regponded to the summons and re-
palred to the governor's office, where
they seated themselves silently, and
waited for that executive to address
them. He, a man grown gray In the

diplomatic service of his natlon, paced
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home government. To an impartial
observer It would appear that nothing
but madness could dictate such a pol-
fcy., The facts of the case are as fol-
lows:

“Although trouble had been ex-
pected with Japan by every reasoning
inhabitant of the Islands for many
months, the government at Washing:
ton apparently made no attempt what-
ever to strengthen its position, and,
on the contrary, seemed rather en-
deavoring to weaken It. As the whole
world knows, there have been im-
mense nnd costly fortifieations under
progress of construction in the islunds
for the last ten years, More than 30
Hays ago, by official order, work on
these defenses was summarily stopped,
the workmen discharged and the en-
glneers ordered home, This was the
first act of treachery toward the Phil-
Ippines,

“Immediately following this Incom-
prehensible actlon all war vessels in
witera surrounding the islands and on
the Paclfie station were ordered 1o
poris In Europe, where they rendes-
voused in what can never be anything
but neutral territory. And there they
are at this moment, thousands ol
miles from the seene of confllet, In-
capiable of elther offense or defense,
Had the pgovernment - deliberately
chosen ta put itself out of touch with
the whole war, It could have selected
no more effective method. Your cor
respondent has had the bonor of an

The Flag Under Which He Had Fought 8o Valiantly.

up and down the room as If loath to
speak,

“'Gentlemen,’ he began, ‘It Is not
within my province to ecriticlse lhe
acts of the department which I repre-
sent nor to find fault with its deaires,
nnd yet I have befora me at this mo-
ment the most humilinting inglructions
which in more *han forty years of life
In & responsib.y eapacity 1 have ever
recelved.’

“He stood for a few moments, as 1
dieading to tell his anudltors of hia
country's shame, and then with trem
bling hand opened a drawer of hiy
desk and took out n file of officla!
documents, which he held before him
a8 he contlnued:

“'AtL the tlme when work wus
stopped on the fortificatlons of this
barbor I recelved additionn] orders Lo
the effecl that in case of any overt act
or warllke demonstration uwpon the
part of Japan we were not to makc
gny defense unless It involved the
suving of our lives, and to surrender
the Islands in toto to our enemy.'

"It has heen your correspondent's
privilege to wilness many scene:
where the fempers of men were tried
as by fire; but never yet has he been
compelled (o view the deliberate mo'.
tification «f at least two score ©
vailant mey in such-a peremptory aur
and unheavd of manner, ' They sat a:
if stupefied by on overwhelming catas
trophe, looking at one another as i

incredulous and doubting thelr owa

hearing, and then suddenly broke futd
angry exclamations of surprise and
indignation, By a most remarkable
dlsplay of authority they were brought

Into subjection again, the commanding |

goneral, n man at almost retiring age,

rising before them and holding up a |

warning hand. ‘Gentlemen,’ he sald
quietly rebuking them, ‘our first dut}
ig that of obedlence.

“The officers, looking st one anoth
er, setiled into their seats, and in a!
most an instant the silence in th
reom had grown painful. The goy
ernor, stlll holding his papers befor:
him, slowly continued:

" ‘Fearing trickery on the part of &

prospective enemy, I doubted the au
thentlelty of my Instructions, I nsod
a secret code which has never gone
beyond the hands of the most confl
dential men In my department, and to
my surprise recelved absolute cou-
firmatlon. To you of the army 1 will
say that before this verification was
recelved, your general,' and here he
turned to his white-haired confrere,
‘had been the reciplenl of a command
from the pecretary of war of the
United States couched In almost the
same terms.’

“At the concluslon of his speech

this fine old man sank back igto hix |

chair with bowed head as If the dis
grace of hie country was his own
There was & more or less dignified dis
cusslon participated in by the oalde:
officers present; but lnterrupted now
and then by some of the youhger men,
who favored totally ignoring the or
ders and defending the islands to the
death. The cooler heads among them
prevailed, and at last it was recog
nized that there was no alternative
save gbsolule and unqualified surren:
der.

“Defore the meeling could be official
ly digpersed the sullen boom of a gun
came heavlly from the sea, reverberat-
ing through the room. The men
sprang to their feet and rushed to-
ward the exit, knowing that war was
upon thém, but that thelr hands were
tled as hopelessly as though bound
with manacles of sleel.

“There, within renge of thelr own
heavier guns, floated a formidable fleet
from Japan. KEven while their con-
ference was In progress, cruiser afier
crulser and floating forte of steel hoad
crept up over the horizon., The Jap-
anese gunners were testing their
range; but no damage had been done.
I saw A& procession of crestfallen men,

going as If to a funeral, enter their |

fortress gates - and sllently gather
round the great flagstaff, from which
floated a hitherto unsullied banner, A
grim old man grown gray in war and
ecarred with the marks of many bat-
tles, wnlked to the halyards, gave
them & puil‘apd brought flutterng to

the ground the flag under which he |. =
A colonel ol |

had fought so vallantly.
his staft took from the hands of an
orderly a cloth of white, the emblem
the world over of defeat with or with-
out honor, fastened it into the ldle
loops and pulled it aloft,

“The general, a warrior no longer,
but a heart-broken old man, turned
away from his colleagues, walked
across the parade, and the door of his
quarters closed upon him. Several
other members of his staff did ke
wize, and still others stood sllent on
the ramparts, watghing the outcome
of this event. The chips censed firlng,
and, as if perplexed by this unwar-
ranted outeome, seemad. to be com-
munlcaling with each other, dexter
ously wigwagging slgnal after slgnal.
A torpedo boat destroyer dlowly sepa
rated Itself from the flotilla and came
susplclously nosing its way toward the
land, winding In and out as if fearing
floating mines or sunken englnes of
destruction.

“As It neared the shore, It was geen
that on its black deck siood the ad.
miral of the fleaet, together with his
staff. They were met at the landing
by a deputation of officers, both elvil
and military, who escorted them to
the fort. No one can deplet the ex-
pressions, half surprise and lhalf in.
quiry, which overspread the coun:
tenances of this fnsignificant Invading
force,— A puarty of less than ten men
without arms was actually accom-
plishing the most remarkable con
quest in all history,

“At the entrance to this ety of
masonry and steel, equipped with
gllent monsters of warfare, embodyirg
all the latest and most formidable in.
struments of offense and defense,
bullt to withatand the onslaught of the
combined navies and armies of the
world, stood the sullen, shamefaced
officers of the vangulshed garrison, the
gilt of their full dress uniforms  un.
tarnished by powder or smoke, and
shining garishly in a midday eun
There, drawn up In lpe, were men
who would have fought to death and
zone exultantly out into another world
rather than face the disgrace which
had been heaped upon them by ap un
worthy ellque of superiors In office,

“The Japanese admiral advanced to

ihe sacrificed but not defeated gen- |

eral and extended hls hand, offering
the commonplace courtesies ' of the
lay. There was no need ol ah loter
areter, the head of the vietorlous force
ipeaking the English he had learned
at the United States Naval academy,
in which he had been educated.
(TO BE CONTINUED.)
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MR. WH. F. VAHLBERG.
Mr, William F. Vahlberg, Oklahoma
City, Okla., writes:
“One bottle of Perunn which I have
talcen did more toward relleving me of
an aggravated case of eatarrh of the

stomach, than years of treatment with
the best physicians,

"1 had glven up hopes of rellef, and
only tried Perunn as a lust resort.

“[ ghall continue using it, ns I feel
satisfled it will effect an enmiire and
permanent cure,

I most cheerfully recommeénd Peruna
to all who may read this,”

Peruna is usually taken as a Inst re-
sort. Doctors have bLeen tried snd
failed. Other remedies have been used.
Banitarinums have been visited. Travel
has been resorted to. d

At last Perunn is tried. Rellef is
found, [ :

This history is repeated over and
over again, every day in the year, 1tis
such resulta naghis that gives Peruna
Its unassallable hold upon the people,
We could say nothing that would add
force to snch testimonials as the above.
That people who have had eatarrh and
have tried every other remedy avajl-
able, find relief In Peruna, constitutes
thie best argument that could bamuia.

"

weather are of such com-
mon occurrence. that they
are not genq%Yy igid~

wake of a neglected cold.

DR.D.JAYNE'S
Expectorant

has been successful for seventy-
eight years in curing Colds,
Coughs, Bronchitis, and Pleu-
risy. It ia also a standard
remedy for Croup, Whooping=
Cough, Inflammation of the
Lungs or Chest and Asthma,

Cure your cold pow—go to
your druggist’s and get a bottle
of Dr. D. Jayne's Expectorant.

« Three sizes, $1.00, 50c. and 25¢.

DPr. D, Jayne's Tonlc Vermifude
will bulld you up splendidly if * run
down " from a severe cold. =

Western Canada

MORE BIiG CROPS IN 1908
Another 60,000 set-
tlers from the United
States. New dis-
tricts opened for set-
tlement. 320 ag
ofland to each set-
tler,—160 fres
homestead and 160 at §$3.00 per acre,

" a contepled
et Sy A e
of & Nutinal Editer, whose wliit fe Wastern
Camada, in Awisst, 1908, waz an inrfivation.
Many have paid the entire cost of thelr

farms and had a balance of from $10,00 to
$20.00 per mcre as a result of one crop,
Spring whest, winter wheat, oats, barley,
finx and peas are the principal crops, while
the wild grasses bring to on the
best cattle that have ever been sold on
the o market, ' ; :
climate, schools and chure
ln.ﬁlocau Railways touch most of
the gettied districts, apd prices for produce
‘are glways good, Lands may aleo be pur-

chased from railway and land comparnies.
For pamphlets, maps and information
regarding low rallway rates, apply to
snde
Smgdost o Jogiorinn

or to the suthorised Cancdisn Gov't Ageatt

4. 8. CRAWFORD,
Uo 1SV, Minth Sirsel,  Kawoes City, Niowssh




